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CONCEPT NOTE 
 

Two Days International Conference 
Arab Spring from Gender Perspective: Gains, Gaps and Challenges 

 
Date: 21-22 March 2018 

 
Organised by 

Sarojini Naidu Centre for Women’s Studies, & India-Arab Cultural Centre  
Jamia Millia Islamia, 

New Delhi (110025) INDIA 
 

Generally it is understood (misunderstood) that women in the Arab world throughout history 
have experienced discrimination and have been subject to restrictions of their freedoms and 
rights. They remain invisible. They experience discrimination from the outside world based 
upon many misconceptions and a lack of knowledge about the realities of their lives. Many of 
the restrictions placed on women in the Arab world are rooted in social customs and 
traditions, which are legitimized due to misinterpretation of Islamic scriptures. The hijab has 
been used to describe the sexist oppression Arab women face. In doing so, the Arab woman is 
marginalized and considered the other.  

The truth is that women of the Arab World have played and are playing a significant role in 
their society. The best example to quote would be of Jasmine revolution, which paved the 
way for visibility of Muslim women to outside world, making it clear that they are not far 
behind in any aspects of life be at home or public, not subservient, deferential and subjugated. 
They are ambassadors of peace and democracy and know how to fight for entitlements; they 
know how to claim their place.  

During Tunisian Revolution popularly known as Jasmine Revolution, women were 
everywhere on social media outlets. They faced tear gas and bullets, the violence of Ben Ali’s 
informants and loyalists, and the rage of undercover police. They came from different 
generations, different backgrounds and social classes, and held divergent political beliefs. Yet 
they were together in their fight for justice and protection of human rights. They stood united; 
some of them were also gunned down.  
 
“Women massively participated in the [Jasmine] uprising to make sure their demands would 
be taken into account, that they would get to be represented in post-revolutionary political 
institutions,” says Souhayr Belhassen, former Vice President of the Tunisian League of 
Human Rights (LTDH) and current President of the International Federation for Human 
Rights. The Arab Spring seemed to hold the key to bring women’s freedoms to the forefront 
of a new political agenda. How much power women will have to shape the future of their 
county, time is yet to prove.   
 
The Tunisian revolution has given the opportunity to all Tunisian women from different 
ideological backgrounds to express their own political affiliations freely, to introduce 
themselves by themselves to the people without any distorting mediation.  
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Women’s networks, courage, voices, and activity directly influenced the Arab spring that any 
new democracy failing to include them has some explaining to do. Men and women marched 
side by side. After 50 years of work, as senior Egyptian feminist Nawal El Saadawi puts it, 
“In Tahrir Square I felt for the first time that women are equal to men.” It would not be an 
exaggeration to say that the role of women during the Tunisian revolution was inspiring.” In 
this new context of the post-revolutionary era and the new political constellation, it is clear 
that women are claiming their place in socio-economic and political arena as well as 
governance of their country. 
 
Keeping in mind the relevance of the theme, Sarojini Naidu Centre for Women’s Studies and 
India-Arab Cultural Centre of Jamia Millia Islamia jointly propose to organize two days 
International Conference on the theme.  
 
The proposed Conference intends to invite scholars from across the global specialized in the 
studies of Arab World especially having gender perspective. The Conference would primarily 
focus on the following themes, though the prospective participants are free to choose the 
topics of their own concerning the major themes of the Conference:  
 

 Role of Arab women in socio-economic life  
 Women of the Arab World and family law  
 Arab women in governance  
 Arab women in movements including Islamic Feminism  
 Arab women in media  
 Arab women in peace building and regional cooperation  
 Arab women in sustainable development  

 
Note: The above sub-themes are only indicative. Authors may opt other topics relevant to the 
main theme of the Conference.  
 
Please send in the title and a 200-word abstract by 15 February 2018 to shussain1@jmi.ac.in 
or nrkhan@jmi.ac.in 
 
 
 
• Last date for sending abstract:    15 February 2018 
• Confirmation of acceptance:    26 February 2018 
• Last date for submission of full paper:   10 March 2018  
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