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JOINT NOTIFICATION ADDRESSED TO THE REGISTRAR OF THE 

COURT  

 

 

The Hague, 31th July 2018  

On behalf of the State of Antolia and the State of Varys, and in accordance with 

Article 40 paragraph 1, of the Statute of the International Court of Justice, we have 

the honor to transmit to you an original copy of the Special Agreement for submission 

to the International Court of Justice on the differences between the Applicant and the 

Respondent concerning the Orukain Refugees, signed in The Hague, The Netherlands, 

on the thirty first day of July in the year two thousand eighteen. 

/s/__________________                                __________/s/_______________ 

Ambassador of the State of Antolia                          Ambassador of the State of Varys   

to the Kingdom of Netherlands                                 to the Kingdom of Netherlands  
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SPECIAL AGREEMENT  

SUBMITTED TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE BY THE 

STATE OF ANTOLIA AND THE STATE OF VARYS ON THE 

DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THEM CONCERNING THE ORUKAIN 

REFUGEES 

The State of Antolia (the Applicant) and the State of Varys (the Respondents) 

(hereinafter the Parties):  

Recalling that the Parties are Members of the United Nations and that the Charter of 

the United Nations calls on Members to settle international disputes by peaceful 

means,  

Considering that differences have arisen between them concerning the Orukain 

refugees and other matters;  

Noting that the Parties have been unable to settle these differences by direct 

negotiations;  

Desiring further to define the issues to be submitted to the International Court of 

Justice (the Court) for resolution;  

In furtherance thereof the Parties have concluded this Special Agreement:  

Article 1  

The Parties submit the questions contained in this Special Agreement (the Case) to the 

Court pursuant to Article 40(1) of the Statute of the International Court of Justice. 

 Article 2  

It is agreed by the Parties that the State of Antolia shall appear as Applicant and the 

State of Varys as Respondents, but such agreement is without prejudice to any 

question of the burden of proof.  

Article 3  

(a) The Court is requested to decide the Case on the basis of the rules and principles 

of international law, including any applicable treaties.  
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(b) The Court is also requested to determine the legal consequences, including the 

rights and obligations of the Parties, arising from its Judgment on the questions 

presented in the Case.  

Article 4  

(a) The proceedings shall consist of written pleadings and oral arguments.  

(b) The written pleadings shall consist of memorials to be submitted simultaneously 

to the Court by the Parties. Procedures shall be regulated in accordance with the 

applicable provisions of the Official Rules of the Amity International Moot Court 

Competition, 2018.  

(c) No change can be made in any written pleadings once it has been submitted as per 

the Official Rules of the Amity International Moot Court Competition, 2018.  

Article 5  

(a) The Parties shall accept any Judgment of the Court as final and binding upon them 

and shall execute it in its entirety and in good faith.  

(b) Immediately after the receipt of any Judgment, the Parties shall enter into 

negotiations on the modalities for its execution. In witness whereof, the undersigned, 

being duly authorized, have signed the present Special Agreement and have affixed 

thereto their respective seals of office. Done in The Hague, The Netherlands, this 

twenty ninth day of July in the year two thousand eighteen. 

 /s/______________________                                      /s/_______________________  

Ambassador of the State of Antolia                           Ambassador of the State of Varys  

to the Kingdom of The Netherlands                        to the Kingdom of The Netherlands 
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STATEMENT OF AGREED FACTS 

 CASE CONCERNING THE ORUKAIN REFUGEES (The State of Antolia v. 

The State of Varys) 31st JULY 2018  

 

1. The State of Tahoma is situated in the southeast part of the continent of Laasa. 

Tahoma is a multi-religious nation with a population of approximately 5 

million. Majority of its population follows Orukai, an ancient fire worshipping 

religion. Austerity and non-acquisition are the central tenets of Orukai.  
 

2. Because of their beliefs most of the Orukains prefer professions like 

agriculture, animal husbandry, teaching etc. Apart from Orukains, the State of 

Tahoma recognises three other religions, namely, Gashun, Phikam and Ralek. 

Among these three, Phikams constitute 10 percent of the population but hold 

approximately 90 percent of government offices, judicial posts and major 

businesses.  
 

3. In recent years, the government has been trying to make Tahoma a centre for 

commercial and tourist activities. A proposal was floated to develop a city that 

could attract tourists from all over the world for luxury vacation. This move 

was not welcomed by the Orukains as they felt that it went against their belief 

in simplicity and austerity. They felt that Tahoma's uniqueness lay in its 

spirituality and this move would destroy the essence of Tahomi living. 
 

4. A group of Orukains launched a peaceful protest against the aforementioned 

policies of the government. Many Tahomians felt that this protest was 

irrational and the government was acting in the best interest of the nation. A 

group of individuals who claimed to be atheist and went by the name of  

“Pralash” meaning national pride in Tahami language,  claimed that Orukains 

were acting against the interest of  Tahoma and launched a powerful campaign 

against them through social media. The vitriolic messages on social media led 

to minor scuffle between Orukains and non-Orukains on 6th January, 2018. 

However, these conflicts started increasing and on 5th February, 2018, there 
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was a major riot in Woka, the capital of Tahoma, in which several Orukains 

and non Orukains were injured.  

 

5. The government arrested several Orukains and charged them with the non 

bailable offence of rioting and causing damage to public property. Only one 

individual belonging to Phikam religion was arrested and was later on released 

on ground of insufficient evidence. This led to a widespread dissent among the 

Orukains as they felt that Phikams were responsible for inciting the riot. 

Several Orukains claimed that Phikams were supporting Pralash. Media 

reports have also confirmed this theory reporting that several Phikam 

government officials wanted to portray Orukains as anti-nationals so that they 

could move ahead with their plans to make Tahoma a tourist attraction.   

 

6. Several such incidents have occurred since February 2018, wherein the 

government of Tahoma arrested several Orukains on charges of inciting 

violence, assault and murder. Some of them were even given death sentence. 

According to international media reports, the accused Orukains were not being 

given right to defend themselves and the judiciary, too like the government 

was biased against the Orukains.  

 

7. Tahoma shares its western border with the Republic of Antolia. Antolia is an 

underdeveloped nation and ranks 151 in the Human Development Index. The 

new government of Antolia was elected in 2017 and has been implementing 

policies to develop the country. It has been getting a substantial amount of  

financial assistance from its neighbouring country, Varys, a developing nation. 

Tahoma, Antolia and Varys have several cultural similarities. All these three 

countries have followers of Orukai. Further, the physical appearances and 

languages are also very similar and it is difficult to distinguish between 

citizens of these countries on the basis of facial feature, culture or language. 
 

8. Varys is a rapidly developing nation. However, it is the most populated nation 

in the world and is facing severe shortage of natural resources, leading to 

staggering costs in imports. Varys is a multi-religious nation. Majority of the 

population in Varys is Phikam and Orukains and several other faiths belong to 
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minority religion. Varys Constitution grants right to practice, profess and 

propagate religion to all its citizens.  
 

9. The present Varysian government led by Varys National Congress (VNC) was 

elected in February, 2018. One of the electoral promises of this government 

was to successfully implement population control measures and strengthen 

national security. The citizens of Varys have been victims of continuous terror 

attacks by foreign non-state actors and the previous government of Varys was 

severely criticised for its inability to protect the borders.  
 

10. A legislation titled ‘Population Control Act 2018’ (PCA 2018) was passed by 

the VNC government to make one child policy a norm and to tax individuals 

who chose to have more than one child. Exception was however made if a 

couple was pregnant with twins. The government also launched a campaign to 

promote vasectomy and tubectomy in couples who already have a child. 

However, couples already having a child were allowed to adopt children from 

orphanages and government rehabilitation centers.  

 

11. Another important legislation passed by VNC government was ‘National 

Security Act, 2018’. Under this Act, it was proposed to have a National 

Directory of Citizens so that the government had a data of all its citizens. The 

government was concerned about the influx of illegal immigrants from 

Antolia in the past also. However, in the last few years, the shortage of natural 

resources had aggravated the issue. Accordingly, the Citizenship Act, 1980 

was also amended and the process of acquiring citizenship was made 

stringent. Under the new rules, only men could pass citizenship to their 

children. This move was made to prevent children of refugees or illegal 

immigrants from automatically getting citizenship. Thus, the concept of 

birthright citizenship was diluted to the extent that the children born on Varys’ 

territory will not automatically be granted citizenship unless their biological 

father is a citizen of Varys and the parents are married. 

 

12. On April 24, 2018, the Times of Varys, leading newspaper, reported that 

thousands of Orukains from Antolia were illegally migrating to Varys. The 
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report further claimed that most of these immigrants were citizens of Tahoma 

who had fled to Antolia fearing persecution by the Tahomian government after 

the riots in February, 2018. However, owing to the lack of employment 

opportunity and resource scarcity, they were forced to leave Antolia also and 

to enter Varys’ border in search for better opportunities. 

 

13. The Varys government has been taking various steps to strengthen its border 

security. However, a major portion of the border comprises of riverine 

boundaries and dense forests, which are difficult to guard.  
 

14. Some newspapers and magazines reported that the immigrants have been 

involved in various offenses against the local people. A leading national 

newspaper of Varys reported a survey showing rapid increase in the crime rate 

in the western region of Varys. However, it claimed that the reasons are 

unknown and did not attribute the same to the influx of immigrants  

 

15. On June 6, 2018, the Government of Varys issued a notification setting up 

tribunals to detect and deport all illegal immigrants in the country. Pursuant to  

the notification, the administrative machinery sprung into action and within a 

span of one month, the tribunals were not only set up, but they also detected 

and passed orders for deportation of thousands of undocumented persons. 

Incidentally, over 98 percent of these undocumented persons were reported to 

be Orukains. Some of those Orukains claimed that they had been living in 

Varys for decades and were Varysians. They claimed that they belonged to 

various tribes living in Varysian forest or were working in unorganized sectors 

and hence, never got any governmental identification cards issued. A 

significantly large number of the alleged foreigners also claimed that they 

were Tahomian refugees and sought asylum from the Varysian government. 

They pleaded that there was a real threat to their lives if they were sent back to 

Tahoma. The government of Varys, however, clarified that according to the 

findings of the tribunals, all of these people had entered Varys from Antolia 

and therefore, they will only be deported to Antolia and not to Tahoma. 
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16. On July 12, 2018, the Ambassador of Antolia met the Minister of External 

Affairs for Varys and conveyed that her government wants to register its 

protest against the Varysian government's decision to deport thousands of 

people to Antolia. She made clear that the Antolian government is not 

responsible towards any of these people being detected as there is no concrete 

proof that they are citizens of Antolia or that they have entered Varys through 

the Antolian borders. She further stated that even if it is assumed that these 

people have entered Varys from Tahoma, through Antolia, they would qualify 

as refugees seeking asylum from persecution and Varys has an obligation to 

protect them. 
 

17. The Varysian Minister of External Affairs issued a press statement on the very 

next day, stating that according to the data available to the Varysian 

government, the people detected have entered from Antolian territory. Antolia 

is responsible for allowing its territory to be used for illegal immigration. He 

further stated that even if these people entered Antolia from Tahoma fearing 

religious persecution, the responsibility lies with the Antolian government to 

grant asylum to them. The Minister also mentioned that these people may have 

entered Varys due to the lack of employment in Antolia; however, economic 

persecution is not recognized in international law. 

 

18. United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and several 

international NGO’s have set up relief camps in Antolia to help these refugees. 

According to a 2018 report by International Society of Refugees, an 

international NGO engaged in rehabilitation of the Orukains, the Orukain 

refugees did not have access to basic rights to life, food and shelter. They were 

constantly harassed by the local government authorities and were left stateless. 

 

19. Some of these individuals were women in late stages of pregnancy who had 

given birth in Varys. The Varysian law refused to grant such children 

citizenship leaving them stateless. The Antolian Prime Minister in a public 

speech criticised the Varysian government for failing to recognise the rights of 

such children and refusing to share the responsibility.  

 



AMITY INTERNATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 2018 

AMITY INTERNATIONAL MOOT COURT COMPETITION 2018 

20. The Varys Prime Minister issued a press statement justifying its decision to 

close its borders to immigrants and refugees as the first responsibility of the 

government was towards its own citizens and intelligence reports have 

suggested that many of these people may be hatching terrorist plots against the 

Varysian government, Varys being a Phikam majority nation. The Prime 

Minister further stated that unabated immigration posed a grave threat to 

national security. He relied upon another report published by the Times of 

Varys asserting that there has been a rapid rise in the crime rate around the 

Antolian border of Varys since the beginning of 2018.  

 

21. Concerned with the aggravating situation, Varys and Antolia initiated several 

diplomatic negotiations to settle their disputes and as a result the Parties 

agreed to submit the matters of disputes to the International Court of Justice 

under a special agreement.  

 

22. Varys, Antolia and Tahoma have at all relevant times been Member States of 

the United Nations, and parties to the Statute of the International Court of 

Justice, the Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties. Antolia is a signatory 

to the 1951 UN Refugee Convention and has ratified UN Convention on the 

Rights of Child, 1989. Varys has neither signed nor ratified the 1951 UN 

Refugee Convention nor its 1967 Protocol. However, it is a signatory to the 

UN Convention on Rights of Child, 1989.  

 

 

23. Antolia respectfully requests that the Court adjudge and declare: 
a. The Notification dated June 6, 2018 issued by the Varysian 

government is in violation of the international law and thus, 

unsustainable. 

b. Alternatively, the Orukains, if any, who entered Varys from Antolia 

are refugees under international law, irrespective of their nationality, 

and Varys ought to have granted asylum to them. 

c. Antolia is not liable to accept the Orukains being deported by Varys. 
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24. Varys respectfully requests that the Court adjudge and declare: 

a. The Notification dated June 6, 2018 issued by the Varysian 

government is valid and in conformity of its obligations under 

international law. 

b. Alternatively, the Orukains who entered Varys from Antolia cannot be 

termed as refugees under international law, if they are of Antolian 

nationality. 

c. Antolia is liable to accept the Orukains being deported by Varys. 

 

 

*** 


