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ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY

ABOUT THE SCHOOL OF LAW (SOL)

UPES was established in 2003 through an Act of the Legislative Assembly of Uttarakhand. With an ambitious vision 
and unique approach, UPES emerged as an innovative institution offering industry-focused specialized undergradu-
ate, postgraduate and doctoral courses, some of which cater to high-growth areas like cloud computing, mechanical 
engineering, civil engineering, aerospace engineering, mechatronics engineering, fine arts, big data analytics, public 
administration, machine design engineering, computer science, petroleum, graphics, gaming, techno-legal courses 
and so on.

UPES has a sprawling 44-acre campus in the lush and verdant environs of Dehradun. The university takes pride in 
offering its students an excellent academic infrastructure, multimedia-enabled classrooms, modern research labs, 
moot court halls, playing fields, food courts, hostels, and facilities for curricular and extra-curricular activities. Its 
commitment to providing students with a multifaceted all-round growth and development reflects in its superior 
record of accomplishment of 90% placements year after year; indeed, it leverages its strategic partnerships with 
industry stalwarts for all its programs to create employable, bright and future-ready professionals. Given its in-
dustry-oriented programs and emphasis on holistic development, UPES graduates naturally become the preferred 
choice for employers. Thus, the university develops and hones future leaders for diverse high-growth sectors in 
India and globally.

The university’s singular purpose is to enable each one to achieve their individual purpose in life, through the guid-
ing light of knowledge. Each one is empowered to pursue dreams and PASSION in a meaningful and responsible 
manner. Each one is encouraged to foster professional development through imagination, INNOVATION, special-
ized knowledge and critical thinking. Each one is ENTRUSTED to become an active participant in transforming 
society, to go beyond oneself, to RESPECT and INCLUSIVELY contribute in a pluralistic world. Thus, enabling 
one to choose life-pathways that fulfill their individual purposes fruitfully.

Established in the year 2007, the UPES School of Law is aspiring to become the center of excellence in legal ed-
ucation. As a professional law school that offers courses at various levels like undergraduate, postgraduate and 
doctorate, it prepares its incumbents for rewarding career in various roles and responsibilities in the legal industry. 
Graduates of the SoL are highly sought after by law firms as well as other businesses as they possess strong sub-
ject-matter expertise in law, legal institutions, justice and governance with demonstrable skills of legal counsel and 
professional argumentation, as well as domain-specific knowledge. Courses offered by the SoL are delivered by 
highly accomplished full-time faculty, blended by practicing lawyers and law professionals, each an expert in their 
respective fields. SoL prides itself on its exceptional pedagogy, carefully crafted curriculum and unique instructional 
methods such as simulation and live client-based teaching. 

The School of Law at UPES offers various specialized law courses. These specialized courses include Energy Laws, 
Corporate Laws, Cyber Laws, Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), Taxation Laws, Medical and Forensic Law, Media 
and Entertainment Law and several others. These courses give the graduates the edge needed in the industry for 
taking up challenging and skill-oriented tasks in the legal profession right from the start.
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Law has closely followed technology, just as any dimension of human community that affects it, since its very in-
ception. There is an urgent need of technological as well as legal understanding across all domains of this fusion, be 
it law-making, policy framing, judicial matters or even technology development. However, the pace at which tech-
nology is evolving is much faster than that at which law is able to evolve under the rigors of the contemporary legal 
systems. The extent of the legal framework that is needed to be created by the legal system has not been achieved 
optimally yet. This is one of the major inspirations for UPES to institute this conference on one of the contemporary 
aspects of law and technology.

CONTEXT 
On the cusp of the Fourth Industrial Revolution (Industry 4), disruptive innovation is quicker, and the global diffu-
sion of new technologies is much faster. Industry 4 comprises of fusion of technologies blurring boundaries between 
biological, physical and digital spheres. From a regulation perspective, it is challenging in defining legal bound-
aries in which these technologies operate. Policymakers face massive challenges due to disruptive technological 
innovation and thus pressing the need for debates to devise dynamic and responsive legal frameworks to regulate 
technology.

Fast forward to the second decade of the 21st century, Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain, and Biotechnology are 
being looked at as go-to technologies in the times to come. It may not be wrong to say that these technologies are 
the same in the present era, what the internet was to the 1970s-80s. The important difference, however, lies in the 
rate of change in technologies in 2019 as compared to nearly 40 years ago. 

About the conference

VENUE

PURPOSE

The conference is going to be held in the UPES School of Law, at Knowledge Acres (Kandoli) in the city of Deh-
radun. Kandoli is located in Sahaspur Tehsil in Dehradun District of Uttarakhand State, India. It is 16 Km from the 
Dehradun Railway Station, 20 Km from Dehradun Inter-State Bus Terminus (ISBT) and 40 Km from Jolly Grant 
Airport in Dehradun. Kandoli has preserved its serenity because it is free of the ills of urbanization and is absolutely 
pollution free. Some notable attractions around Kandoli are the availability of stream water, widespread forest area 
and cohabitation of natives with wildlife.

This conference is an endeavor to invite views from cross sections of the stakeholders on the legal issues related to 
Artificial Intelligence, Blockchain and Biotechnology while learning from the labyrinth of the purported conclu-
sions reached in the recent past by courts, regulators, technocrats and commentators on these issues, churn out a 
testable hypothesis or notions for their resolution going ahead.

PARTICIPANTS
In this conference, academicians, professionals, practitioners, scholars, students, academic bodies, government bod-
ies, civil society organizations from both legal and technical sides, etc. are encouraged to participate.
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Theme II: Blockchain Technology and Law

The birth of Bitcoins led to recognition and popularity of Blockchain Technology across the globe. With cryptocur-
rency being one of its important applications, the blockchain-based solution in different industries such as banking 
& finance, healthcare, manufacturing etc. are becoming a reality. The relevant areas to explore are:

• Regulating Cryptocurrency in India 

• Exploring Blockchain for Indian Legal System Reforms

• Blockchain technology and the existing law – Issues and challenges

• Investigation hurdles in Blockchain-based systems

• Blockchain and Enforceability of Smart Contracts Regulating Blockchain-based applications 

• Regulating Blockchain-based applications – How may a possible law look like?

THEMES & SUB-THEMES

Theme I: Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning and Law

With Saudi Arabia giving citizenship to Sophia and a California state law requiring automated bots to disclose that 
they are automated, this is the right time for legal enthusiasts to give shape and direction to this debate of regulating 
the realm of artificially intelligent devices. With everything getting smarter at the workplace as well as at home, 
privacy is not the only concern anymore. The following sub-themes too need to be assessed:

• Intellectual Property of an AI device – Possibility or Myth?

• Self-driven cars and road accidents – Tortious v. Criminal Liability?

• Citizenship to robots – Interpreting the Legal Jurisprudence 

• Robots and Crimes – Penalties and Punishments

• Regulating Artificial Intelligence & Machine Learning – Redefining and designing legal principles?

• Upholding Democracy amidst the Challenges of Regulating New Technology

• Privacy challenges in the Al-driven Digital Era

• E-commerce and Intermediary liability
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Theme III: Merger of Biotechnology and Intellectual Property Law 

Theme IV: Innovation and IPR: From Creation to Commercialization  

The grasp of the scientific community has expanded exponentially over the past few years, and much research is 
being done in using the increasing knowledge for applied science, including medical science. The biotechnology 
industry has growing concerns involving the patenting of human genes and the exhaustion of patent rights. Several 
areas require substantial analysis for its proper regulation concerning contemporary issues in IPR with special em-
phasis on Technology, Plant Variety and Genetic engineering such as: 

• Intellectual Property Protection of Plant Biotechnology Inventions: Issues and challenges

• Legal, Social and Ethical Implications of Gene Patenting

• Patenting of Life Forms and Genetically Modified Organisms (GMO)

• The Merger of Science, Technology and Culture: Legal and Social Perspective 

• The Convergence of Bio, Nano and Information Technology

• Legal and Regulatory Issues in Biotechnology 

• The Interface between Biotechnology and Traditional Knowledge 

India ranks third among the most attractive investment destinations for technology transactions in the world and has 
a strong focus on science and technology, realizing that it is a key element of economic growth. The Government 
of India, through the Science, Technology and Innovation (STI) Policy, aspires to position India among the world’s 
top five scientific powers. We need a structured and planned approach to policymaking, especially in the technology 
and digital sectors that have contributed significantly to our GDP. The scope of any policy must adhere to the issues 
concerned, which need to be explored: 

• ‘Innovate in India’ – ‘Make in India’: Local Challenges and Global Strategies

• Digital India and IPR: A way ahead 

• Competition Law and Innovation: Lessons for India

• Transfer of Defense Technology: IPR Issues

• Digital Health – ‘Ayushman Bharat’: Issues and challenges 

The topics discussed above are not exhaustive and the Conference welcomes aspirational dialogue on any issues 
pertaining to Law and Emerging Technologies.
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• All abstracts must be submitted by filling up the abstract submission form available at https://tinyurl.com/
ICLT2019-abstractsubmission

• A committee will review the abstracts and only shortlisted abstracts shall be required to send their full-length 
papers who would have the privilege of presenting their paper at this conference.

• The abstract shall be of 250-300 words.

• Include up to five keywords. 

• There can be a maximum of only two Authors for each Abstract/Paper.

• All submitted papers will be peer-reviewed and checked for plagiarism. No paper having more than 10% pla-
giarism shall be accepted. 

• The mode of submitting the final paper will be informed to the selected participants via e-mail.

• The full paper shall be in English only.

• The preferred length of the paper is 4000 words (including footnotes) with maximum going up to 6000 words.

• Page size should be A4, in a single column format with 2.5 cm margin on both sides and single line spacing.

• Pages should be numbered on the top right-hand side. Do not mention page numbers in your text as these may 
change.

• Figures and tables should be placed as close to their reference point in the text as possible. All figures and tables 
must be numbered, have titles and must be referenced from within the text.

• Potential contributors are required to adhere to a uniform mode of citation (20th edition of the Bluebook). 

• Participants are required to submit the full paper in the MS Word format only.

• Selected papers will be published in “UPES Law Review or an Edited Volume.” 

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
Abstract

Full Paper

For each participant: [Co-author needs to register separately.]

Registration Fee: 

• Paper Presenters: INR 1000 [Includes conference kit, lunch and High Tea]

• Attendees: INR 500 [Includes only conference kit]

• For Foreign Presenters/Attendees: $25

Accommodation Fee: INR 1000 per night [Includes conference kit, breakfast, lunch, high tea, dinner and convey-
ance from hotel to the University]

REGISTRATION FEE

https://tinyurl.com/ICLT2019-abstractsubmission
https://tinyurl.com/ICLT2019-abstractsubmission
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Abstract submission form: https://tinyurl.com/ICLT2019-abstractsubmission 

Registration form for attendees:  https://tinyurl.com/ICLT2019-attendeeregistration 

Registration form for presenters will be shared with the presenters whose abstracts are accepted through email. 

Details for remittance for Indian Nationals:

Beneficiary Name                         International Conference on Law and Technology
Account Number                           95958777777789
IFSC number                                  YESB0000115
Bank name                         YES Bank, Rajpur Road, Dehradun

Please note that IMPS transactions are not allowed for this account.

Details for remittance from foreign countries are as follows:

Beneficiary’s Name              University of Petroleum and Energy Studies
Purpose                                International Conference on Law and Technology
Bank Name                           Yes Bank
Bank Account                       SB – 011594600000224
Branch Code                        000115
Branch IFSC Code               YESB0000115
Swift Code                            YESBINBB
Branch Name                       Ground Floor, 56, Rajpur Road, Dehradun 

Please note that IMPS transactions are not allowed for this account.

IMPORTANT DATES

IMPORTANT LINKS

PAYMENT DETAILS

Last date for abstract submission August 15, 2019
Confirmation of abstract August 20, 2019 
Registration opens August 20-30, 2019
Date for paper submission September 10, 2019
Date of conference September 28-29, 2019

https://tinyurl.com/ICLT2019-abstractsubmission 
 https://tinyurl.com/ICLT2019-attendeeregistration 
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